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In With A Bang 


There was nothing quite like New Year in another country. Bundled up in layers of sweaters and coats, Dave 
and David joined the throngs of people lining London's Thames river. The annual countdown had already begun 


with music and bands and people attempting to sell mulled wine to the tightly packed crowds. 

Excitement knotted David's stomach as he looked around himself. There were people as far as the eye could 
see. Lights twinkled in the spindly tree branches above him. And, beside him, stood the love of his life, his 
hands shoved in his pockets and his nose and mouth pushed into his scarf. David smiled and leaned against 


Dave, his own hands being warmed by the mug of Starbucks coffee. 


He felt Dave twitch before the other man pulled his hand out of his pocket and draped his arm around David's 
shoulders. 


Smiling sweetly at him, David said, "Thats much better. Thank you." 
"Welcome," was mumbled from beneath the layer of thick woollen scarf. 


David took a sip of his coffee before offering it to Dave. The other man shook his head before bending to 


press his forehead against David's hair. It was a small, but important, gesture. Dave wasn't one for public 
displays of affection For that matter, neither was David. But on cold, chilly nights, he sure appreciated an arm 


around his shoulders and a strong body pressed against his own. 


The crowd around them were beginning to get excited In the distance a countdown began, one that one grew 


louder by the second. 
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David exploded with the crowd and cheered while others burst into song. Over the Thames, fireworks began to 
explode, their sound eclipsing the singing. Dropping one hand from the cup, David wrapped his arm around 
Dave's waist and squeezed him tight. Bright flashes of light tore across the clear night sky. David whooped and 
cheered with each one, his eyes growing wider as everything from barges and boats to the massive ferris 
wheel on the opposite bank were lit up by fireworks. 

"This is beautifull" he exclaimed. 

His eyes never left the display, his gaze following as much as he could. His body may have been cold but his 
heart warmed as Dave's arm tightened around his shoulders. Dave smiled as a kiss was pressed to his 
forehead. Tilting his head back, David's smile widened when he found that Dave had pushed the scarf away. 


"Can | get a New Year's kiss?" the redhead asked. 


David didn't care about the crowds. He didn't care if people were watching. Turning to face his lover, he 


wrapped his arms around Dave's neck and stood on tiptoes to kiss the person who held his heart. 


His voice was barely audible over the booms of the fireworks. "Happy New Year, Dave." 


Dave's strong arms held him close as the kiss became deeper. "Happy New Year, Davia." 


